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Procurement 
 
The City of Winnipeg purchases many goods and services that can be provided by social 
enterprises and co-operatives that use a business model to create community benefit: 
creating jobs for people with barriers to employment, reducing poverty, providing 
community services, renewing communities, and building a fairer, stronger, and more 
sustainable local economy and environment. Shifting purchases and contracts to social 
enterprises and co-operatives will scale up these impacts and result in a greater return 
on investment to government and society. 
 
For example, construction, renovation, maintenance, and energy efficiency retrofits 
provide one of the most immediately available, attainable and cost effective job 
investment opportunities, and Winnipeg has a strong social enterprise presence in this 
area of work. In addition, there are several social enterprises positioned to provide food 
services in Winnipeg. These social enterprises create jobs while offering supports and 
training for marginalized populations such as the rapidly growing young population 
within Aboriginal communities. Increasing purchases and contracts to these social 
enterprises, by considering community benefit in addition to price and quality, will help 
to directly raise people out of poverty while keeping money circulating in the local 
economy, which improves social and economic conditions for all. 
 
CCEDNet-MB believes that the outcomes generated by the procurement policies and 
practices of the City of Winnipeg would be greatly enhanced by building into their 
procurement process an effective valuation of social, environmental, and economic 
benefit through Community Benefit Clauses. We would be pleased to work with you to 
make this happen. 
 
Will you work to implement a procurement strategy that takes into account the 
added economic, social and environmental value of purchasing from 
social enterprises and other businesses that generate community benefit? 
 
If you would like more information on this policy idea in advance of the forum, please 
contact Darcy Penner at 204.943.0547 
 


